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Tribe unveils plans for Community and Government Center 


By Jonathan S. H amilton 

Construction is scheduled to begin soon on 
theM ohegan Tribe's Community and Govern- 
ment Center, which will be built on top of 
Crow H ill, the highest point on theM ohegan 
Reservation. 

The building will offer panoramic views of 
the M ohegan Sun Hotel and the Thames 
River. It will feature a four-story atrium, a 
recreation center, an art studio and a 300-seat 
meeting room. The 165,000-square-foot 
building will open in mid-2009. 

M ohegan Tribal Chairman BruceS. Boz- 
sum "Two Dogs" said theTribe has engaged 
an owner representative for the construc- 
tion of the Community and Government 
C enter. 

They will work with the architect, 
construction manager and various other 
engineers and consultants. The Tribe has 
finalized contracts with the architect, Bren- 

See M ohegan C ommunity and G overnment C enter on page 1 0 





This artist's rendering shows the rear view of the planned Mohegan Community and Government 
Center, which will be built on top of Crow Hill, the highest point on the Mohegan Reservation. The site 
provides a spectacular view of the Mohegan Sun Hotel, the Thames River and the rolling hills nearby. 


H istoric Cochegan Rock property is returned to M ohegans 




rv/iYaYo 
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By Jonathan S. H amilton 


The M ohegan Tribe and the Boy Scouts of 
America completed the conveyance of the 


92-acre Cochegan Rock 
property, part of theT ribe's 
historic homeland in 
M ontville, Conn., during a 
simple ceremony at the 
Mohegan Tribal govern- 
ment building on July 2. 

Mohegan Tribal Chair- 
man Bruce S. Bozsum 
"Two Dogs," members of 
theTribal Council and rep- 
resentatives of the Con- 
necticut Rivers Council, 

Boy Scouts of America, 
met to finalize thedeal and 
return to theTribe proper- 
ty that contains the largest 
free-standing boulder in 
N ew England. It is 75 feet long, 58 feet wide 
and 68 feet high. 

The agreement took over two years of nego- 

See C ochegan R ock property on page 9 


is 

a great 

moment in the 
history of 
the M ohegan 
Tribe.” 

- M ohegan Tribal 
C hairman 
Bruce S. Bozsum 
'T wo D ogs" 

-f 


A Mohegan Tribal member stands next to Cochegan Rock, the largest free-standing boulder in New 
England. It is 75 feet long, 58 feet wide and 68 feet high. Once known as Council Rock, this is where the 
great Mohegan Sachem Uncas would meet with Tribal leaders in the 17th century. They conducted Tribal 
business while sitting atop the boulder 
on large flat stones. 
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Preserving sacred M ohegan sites for our future generations 


Lk' 



THE MOHEGAN TRIBAL COUNCIL - In the front row, from left, are: 
Recording Secretary Allison D.J ohnson, Chairman Bruce S. Bozsum "Two 
Dogs," Vice Chairwoman Lynn Malerba and Corresponding Secretary 
Roberta Harris-Payne. In the back row, from left, are: Treasurer William 
Quidgeon J r., Councilor Mark W. Hamilton, Ambassador Mark F. Brown, 
Councilor] ames Gessner J r. and Councilor Cheryl Todd. 


As we embark on the develop- 
ment of a new Community and 
Government Center, we have 
been thinking about what it 
means to be M ohegan. 

Every citizen of a nation has 
symbols or icons that remind 
him or her of what it meansto be 
part of their society or culture. 
T hese icons fortify who we are as 
a people and act as reminders of 
the sacrifices of our ancestors. 

We at M ohegan have the ben- 
efit of three citizenships. We are 
citizens of the U nited States and 
have fought in every major con- 
flict to protect our flag and the 
freedom it represents. Asthefirst 
Americans, it is especially im- 
portant to us to protect the land 
we love so dearly. 

We are also citizens of the 
state of Connecticut and are 
proud of the Charter Oak and 
our human drive to fight tyran- 
ny and govern ourselves. Our 
people have been a major part of 
the history of whaling in this 
state and have built submarines 
next to our fellow Nutmeggers 
for generations. 

The third citizenship we have 
predates all others and is unique 
to the few of us who remain. We 


are citizens of the M ohegan 
Tribe, recognized by the United 
States of America as a Nation 
within her borders. We have 
remained true to our people and 
ideals for over 13 generations. 
This citizenship, however, comes 
with unique responsibilities 
because many of the symbols of 
our past must be brought 
together once again. 


We are very fortunate and 
grateful to be doing just that in 
modern times because history 
has not always been kind to our 
people. The M ohegan Tribe has 
reacquired several culturally sig- 
nificant sites that are the icons of 
our Tribe. 

The first was Fort Shantok, 
where our great Sachem Uncas 
had a fortified village and pro- 


tected our people from invasion 
and extinction. We are very 
proud to once again own that 
property and have opened it to 
the public for enjoyment. 

The second site is the Royal 
M ohegan Burial Ground north 
of our reservation in Norwich. 
Unfortunately, despite our sig- 
nificant protests, the graves of 
our forefathers were desecrated 
by development. We, the M ohe- 
gan, have turned the tide on this 
development and are returning 
the site to the resting place of 
our ancestors. 

M ost recently, we have 
returned to the M ohegan people 
Cochegan Rock, also known as 
Council Rock. Sachem Uncas 
held the meetings of our leaders 
at this historic site 13 genera- 
tions ago. 

Although the Tribe will be 
holding our meetings in the 
planned Community and Gov- 
ernment Center, these sites will 
always remind us of where we 
came from. It is important that 
we honor those who fought so 
hard to maintain our sacred sites 
and our Native culture. When 
we reclaim those lands, we do 
just that. + 


N iYaYo wins award from journalists association 


For the third time in six years, N iYaYo, an 
official publication of the M ohegan Tribe, has 
been honored by the N ative American Jour- 
nalists Association (NAJA). N iYaYo took first 
place in the Best Layout Tabloid category. 

The 2007 awards for print, television, 
radio, photography and new media were 
announced at N AJ A's N ative M edia Awards 
ceremony in Denver on June 9. NAJA hon- 
ored more than 40 journalists during the 
23rd annual convention. 

"To be honored a third time by N AJA, the 
prestigious national organization of Native 
journalists, is a great accomplishment," said 
Jonathan S. Hamilton, Editor of M ohegan 
Publications "Our entire staff, especially Susan 
Simler, who is the Publications Designer, 
deserves special recognition for their efforts" 

In 2001, N iYaYo won honorable mention 
in the general excellence category for pub- 
lications produced one to six times a year. 
In 2004, N iYaYo won third place in the 


Layout/Design Tabloid category. 

In addition to Hamilton and Simler, the 
M ohegan Publications D epartment that pro- 
duces N iYaYo includes Managing Editor 
Nancy Trimble and Reporter/Tribal Photog- 
rapher Bill Gucfa. The Publications Depart- 
ment also produces Wuskuso, a weekly 
newsletter for Tribal members. 

TheM ohegan Editorial Board, which deter- 
mines NiYaYcfs content, includes M ohegan 
Vice Chairwoman Lynn Malerba, Corre- 
sponding Secretary Roberta Harris-Payne, 
Tribal H istorian M elissaTantaquidgeon Zobel, 
Information Coordinator Sandra Eichelberg, 
Chief of Staff for External and Governmental 
AffairsC huck Bunnell and H amilton. A mem- 
ber of theCouncil of Eldersjoins the Editorial 
Board on a rotating basis 

In addition to distribution at M ohegan Sun 
and the M ohegan Sun H otel, N iYaYo is sent 
across the country to tribal nations political 
leaders and those requesting subscriptions + 


M ission Statement 

N i Y a Y o is a sovereign messenger which provides an official Tribal government 
perspective on issues and events pertaining to the M ohegan Tribe 
and Indian C ountry as a whole. 


rjt VaVo 

Ni Ya Yo is published by the Mohegan Tribe, a federally 
recognized tribe in Mohegan, Conn. The editorial content is 
the property of the Mohegan Tribe and maybe reprinted 
only with written permission from the Tribe. 

TRIBAL COUNCIL 

Chairman: Bruce S. Bozsum "Two Dogs" 
Vice Chairwoman: Lynn Malerba 
Recording Secretary: Allison D. Johnson 
Corresponding Secretary: Roberta Harris-Payne 
Treasurer: William Quidgeon Jr. 
Ambassador: Mark F. Brown 
Councilor: James Gessner Jr. 

Councilor: Mark W. Hamilton 
Councilor: Cheryl Todd 

COUNCIL OF ELDERS 
Chairman: John Henry Clark 
Vice Chairman: Joseph D. Gray Jr. 

Secretary: Robert Soper Sr. 

Treasurer: Austin Fish 
Councilor: Bill Andrews 
Councilor: Marie Pineault 
Councilor: Maynard Strickland 
Chief: Ralph Sturges 

TRIBAL PUBLICATIONS DEPARTMENT 

Editor: Jonathan S. Hamilton* 
Managing Editor: Nancy Trimble* 

Publications Designer: Susan T. Simler* 
Reporter/Tribal Photographer: Bill Gucfa* 

EDITORIAL BOARD 

Lynn Malerba, Chuck Bunnell, Sandra Eichelberg, 
Roberta Harris-Payne, Melissa Tantaguidgeon Zobel 
and Jonathan S. Hamilton. A member of the Council 
of Elders joins the Editorial Board on a rotating basis. 

Mohegan Tribe, 5 Crow Hill Road, Uncasville, CT 06382 
Phone: 1-800-MOHEGAN FAX: 860-862-6115 

* M embers of the N ative American JournalistsAmciation 
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Council of Elders presents design for Royal Burial Ground 


By Jonathan S. H amilton 

TheM ohegan Council of Elders 
recently presented the final design 
plans for the Royal M ohegan Bur- 
ial Ground in Norwich, Conn., 
where the M asonic Temple once 
stood. The project is expected to be 
completed by the fall when plant- 
ings are put in the ground. 

Council of Elders Chairman 
John H enry Clark said the project 
honors the memory of M ohegan 
ancestors interred there and creates 
"a monument that everyone can 
appreciate." 

A simple engraved marker in the 
center of the M ohegan symbol will 
be overlaid on the former M asonic 
Temple building foot print. It will 
read: "You now stand on thesite of 
the M ohegan Tribe's Royal Burial 
Ground. H ere rest the remains of 
M ohegans, whose graves were des- 
ecrated in their ancestral soil. M ay 
they rest in eternal peace, now and 
forevermore." 

The spiritual center of the 
memorial will be made of por- 
phyry, a hard Italian red stone. 
Surrounding thecenter will be 
13 granite pillars, each of 
which will have a 
M ohegan moon sym- 
bol carved on the top. 

There will be low 
granite walls for visitors 
to pause and reflect. 

Plantings on the site will 
include dogwood trees; swamp 
maples, which will be more toler- 
ant to road salt in the winter; sugar 


maples; American beech; white 
birch and red cedar. Shrubbery 
will consist of mountain laurel, 
arborvitaes, bearberry, blueberry 
low bush and aromatic sumac, 
according to H enrietta M artin, a 
landscape architect from Old 
Lyme, Conn. She works for Jay's 
Landscaping, the Tribal -member- 
owned company that won the bid 
for the project. 

M artin said several issues need 
immediate attention. Sidewalks 
that are broken up need to be 
replaced as do sections of curb 
that are crooked from being hit by 
snow plows M any N orway maple 
trees will have to be removed from 
the site because they have over- 
grown the area. 

She said the sidewalks leading 
to the memorial will be colored 
gray with dark flecks and will be 
stamped with the Trail of Life 
symbol. She said they will offer 
texture and pattern and lead the 
visitor into the center of the 
memorial. The stamping will also 
make pedestrians slow down and 
take notice of thesite. 

Chairman Clark said funer- 
ary artifacts will be buried 
at a site, yet to be deter- 
mined, without fanfare 
to secure the location 
and prevent any unau- 
thorized digging of the 
artifacts. 

A public ceremony will be 
held to dedicate the memorial 
when the project has been com- 
pleted. + 



Mohegan Council of Elders Secretary Robert Soper, left, and Council of 
Elders Chairman John Henry Clark, review paving stone designs for the 
Royal Burial Ground in Norwich with landscape architect Henrietta Martin. 



J ohn Kirker, standing, of Manafort Brothers and Paul E Merman of J ay's Land- 
scaping, install pillars engraved with artwork depicting the 13 Mohegan 
moons. The pillars are part of the design for the Royal Mohegan Burial 
Ground in Norwich, Conn., where the Masonic Temple once stood. On the 
left is the representation of the Thunder Moon engraved on top of one pillar. 


N o Strangers 

By M dissaTantaquidgeon Zobd 
M ohegan Tribal H istorian 

T he story of the Royal M ohegan 
Burial Ground in Norwich, Conn., 
is legendary. The 17th century 
Mohegan Sachem Uncas began 
that legend in 1683 when his burial 
location was kept secret - for fear 
that his burial treasures would be 
looted. Thereafter, the Royal M ohe- 
gan Burial Ground was reserved for 
his descendants, who were often 
buried in marked graves, which 
were frequently looted. 

M any of those M ohegans dis- 
interred from the Royal M ohegan 
Burial Ground had been buried 
with household goods, tools and 
spiritual objects, such as copper 
pots, spoons, mortars and pestles, 
pipes, drinking bottles and jugs, 
axes, arrows and sacred stones. For 
many years, the contents of their 
looted graves remained in private 



In the 1930s, Mohegan Chief Matahga 
stands beside the Uncas Monument 
at the Royal Mohegan Burial Ground. 


hands or in museum collections. 

Then in 1991, Congress passed 
the Native American Graves Pro- 
tection and Repatriation Act 
(N AG PRA), enabling thousands of 
American Indian bones and burial 
objects to be returned to tribes. 
Since that time, many M ohegan 
remains and grave goods from the 


Royal Mohegan Burial Ground 
have been returned to the M ohe- 
gan T ribe and reburied there. 

T he names of those disinterred 
were not recorded by their looters, 


but we do know their lineage, as 
all were descendants of Uncas. We 
also know a few of the specific 
names of those buried at this once 
expansive, 16-acre burial site. 


You will note from the following partial list of those buried there, 
that they often echo the legendary name of U ncas: 

1738 - Two infant children of Benjamin and Ann Uncas 

1740 - Pompi Uncas, age 21 , son of Benjamin and Ann Uncas 

1741 - Sam Uncas, 28, son of John Uncas 



- Isaiah Uncas and his father Ben 


- Ann Uncas 


1774 - Mary Uncas, 90, widow of the late Benjamin Uncas 


1787 - Zachary Johnson, “Head Man,” after Connecticut refused to recognize Sachems 
Ezekiel Mazeen, 27, great grandson of Uncas 


1826 

1 833 - George Peegee Uncas 


1842 

1 852 - Esther Cooper, 60, 
1855 - Charles Cooper 37 


lild of Uncas 


1870 - Charles Bohema, 59, great grandson of Samson Occum 


We look forward to honoring these individuals - as well as those not 
listed here but not forgotten - through the Royal Mohegan Burial 
Ground memorial in Norwich. 
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Construction begins on Casino of theWind and M argaritaville 



Members of the Mohegan Tribal Council toast each other during a press conference to launch construction 
of the Casino of the Wind, part of the Project Horizon expansion of Mohegan Sun. From left, are: Mohegan 
Tribal Councilor Mark W. Hamilton, Corresponding Secretary Roberta Harris-Payne, Vice Chairwoman Lynn 
Malerba, Recording Secretary Allison D.J ohnson, Ambassador Mark F. Brown, Councilors J ames GessnerJ r. 
and Cheryl Todd, Treasurer William QuidgeonJ r. and Mohegan Tribal Chairman Bruce S. Bozsum ‘Two Dogs." 


By Jonathan S. H amilton 

Members of the Mohegan Tribal Council 
clinked glasses in a celebratory toast with mar- 
garitas during a ceremony to launch construc- 
tion of the Casino of theWind and welcome a 
partnership with Jimmy Buffet's M argaritaville 
restaurant. Both are expected to open in the 
spring of 2008 as part of the Project H orizon 
expansion of M ohegan Sun. 

During a press conference held at the Sky 
Valet at M ohegan Sun on June 28, design ele- 
ments were revealed for the 64,000-square-foot 
Casino of theWind, which will be adjacent to 
the existing Casino of the Sky. 

Inside the Casino of the Wind, M argari- 
taville, a two-level, 16,000-plus-square-foot 
eatery with an outdoor dining terrace, will give 
diners a feel of the warm beaches of the Florida 
Keys. Guests can snack on a "cheeseburger in 
paradise" while seated on a sportfishing boat or 
classic wooden runabout docked at the bar. 

At the ceremony, M ohegan Tribal Chairman 
BruceS. Bozsum "Two Dogs?' welcomed mem- 
bers of the Tribal Council, the Council of 
Elders, casino managers and local dignitaries, 
including Montville Mayor Joseph W. Jask- 
iewicz and Norwich M ayor Ben Lathrop. 

"The millions of guests who visit M ohegan 
Sun every year come in expectation of a truly 
legendary experience unlike any other," Chair- 
man Bozsum said. "The Casino of the Wind 


will enhance that extraordinary one-of-a-kind 
experience and like the Casino of the Earth and 
Casino of the Sky, it will offer guests a unique 
gl i m pse i nto th e cu Itu re of the M ohegan T ri be. " 

Thedesign of the Casino of the Wind will draw 
inspiration from solar phenomena. The main 
attraction will be a 35-foot-high electronic and 


animated water wall, which will act as an 
immense projection screen for programmed video 
entertainment. 

The Casino of the Wind will offer close to 
45,000 square feet of gaming, including 16 
table games, 825 slot machines and a 42-table 
H ouse of Blues Poker Room. 


Pocono D own£ Project Sunrise expansion is out of the gate 


By Jonathan S. H amilton 

PLAINS, PA. — 0 n a sun-drenched morning, 
members of theM ohegan Tribal Council, along 
with Pennsylvania and local government digni- 
taries, wielded golden shovels and placed them 
in the earth, marking the ceremonial beginning 
of the Project Sunrise expansion of Mohegan 
Sun at Pocono D owns on M ay 4. 

During the ceremony, M ohegan Tribal Chair- 
man BruceS. Bozsum "Two Dogs?' thanked the 
Northeast Pennsylvania community and the 
entire state for the support the M ohegan Tribal 
Gaming Authority (MTG A) received in making 
M ohegan Sun at Pocono D owns a reality. 

"M utual respect and cooperation are century- 
old traditions that we have maintained with 
every neighbor and government that we have 
worked with," Chairman Bozsum said. "This is 
certai n ly the case here as wel I . 

"I especially want to thank the 
employees here at M ohegan Sun 
at Pocono D owns for their com- 
mitment in making this beauti- 
ful facility so successful. You are 
the core of our success" 

The 300,000-square-foot Pro- 
ject Sunrise gaming and entertain- 
ment complex will cost $180 million to 
build. It is expected to be completed by the 
summer of 2008. The project will create 500 
new permanent jobs in addition to hundreds of 
construction jobs and opportunities for local 
businesses. 



PHOTO BY J ONATHAN S. HAMILTON 


With shovels in hand, members of the Mohegan Tribal Council take scoops of earth, marking the start 
of the Project Sunrise expansion of Mohegan Sun at Pocono Downs on May 4. From left are: Councilor 
Cheryl Todd, Treasurer William Quidgeon J r., President and CEO of Mohegan Sun at Pocono Downs 
Robert Soper J r., Councilor J ames Gessner J r., Chairman Bruce S. Bozsum 'Two Dogs," Recording 
Secretary Allison D.J ohnson, Councilor Mark W. Hamilton, Ambassador Mark F. Brown, Vice Chair- 
woman Lynn Malerba and Corresponding Secretary Roberta Harris-Payne. 


MOHEGAN 
SUN 

AT POCONO DOWNS 

'T 


The centerpiece of the project 
is a magnificent circular casino, 
which will nearly double 
Pocono Downs? slots to 2,000. 
The expansion will feature a 
200-seat gourmet steakhouse, a 
*- 330-seat buffet, a nightclub, a retail 

area and a 3,650-square-foot bar and 
lounge in the center of the building. 

The gaming space includes a glamorous high- 
limit area and a comfortable non-smoking gam- 
ing space. Patrons will also have enclosed walk- 
ways between the existing casino and track 


amenities, giving them convenient access to 
Pocono Downs? live harness racing and simul- 
cast operations. 

MTG A President and CEO Mitchell Etess 
said the groundbreaking is a new chapter for 
Mohegan Sun at Pocono Downs? contribution 
to the region. 

"O ur designs deliver the quality which epito- 
mizes the M ohegan Sun brand," Etess said. "A 
fabulous new casino will deliver 2,000 slot 
machines in a beautiful design with high ceil- 
ings, wide aisles, luxuriousfinishesand state-of- 
the-art technology." 


PHOTO BY BILL GUCFA 
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at M ohegan Sun 

M ohegan Tribal Vice Chairwoman Lynn 
M alerba explained the M ohegan-themed 
decor that will be showcased in the Casino 
of the Wind. 

"The new Casino of the Wind will fea- 
ture artistic representations of some of the 
most timeless traditions harkening back to 
the Creation Story, like the spirits of the 
four winds: north, south, east and west," 
she said. 

A large pool of water "will feature an 
abstract form of the M ohegan Tribal logo 
with 13 water sprays shooting from its 
basin. Thirteen is considered good luck for 
M ohegan s. There are 13 moons in the 
M ohegan year, 13 sections on a turtle's 
back and 13 generations of our people 
si n ce t h e great Sach em U n cas, " V i ce C h ai r- 
woman M alerba added. 

The Casino of the Wind will also have 
two new retail corridors, totalling 2,700- 
square feet: Spirit of the Earth and Spirit of 
the Sea. Both will feature elements related 
to two important M ohegan legends: 
Granny Squannit and M oshup. 

M ohegan Sun also announced that 
SkanskaU SA Building Inc. has been select- 
ed as construction manager for the $740 
million Project Horizon expansion of 
M ohegan Sun. Wimberly Allison Tong & 
Goo of Irvine, Calif., will serve as the archi- 
tect for the project. 4- 


in Pennsylvania 

Entertainment, in the form of visually 
and socially attractive lounges, will be a 
priority in the new project. 

At the heart of the new casino will be a 
3,650-square-foot center bar and lounge. 
The complex will contain two additional 

lounges on the 

perimeter of the 
casino as well as 
an upscale VIP 
lounge and a 

Pennsylvania's 

nightly entertain- 
ment. 

Robert Soper J r., 

Pennsylvania's a M °J e0an J ribal 

1 member who is 

President and CEO 
of M ohegan Sun 
at Pocono D owns* 
told the gathering 
that Project Sun- 
rise will deliver on 
promises made to 
be a part of the 
area's renaissance. The promises include 
creating job growth, revitalizing local eco- 
nomic development, continuing the tra- 
dition of harness racing, establishing 
gaming excellence and initiating commu- 
nity partnerships. 

"We plan to open our new facility dur- 

See Pocono D owns on page 9 


1 am confident 
in saying that 
Ivania's 
first casino 
will become 
Ivania's 
best casino." 

- Robert Soper J r., 
President and C E 0 
of M ohegan Sun 
at Pocono D owns 

4- 


(Sited M0im ftwM glusgen Sure 



By Jonathan S. H amilton 

D espite a drenching rain 
that forced the opening cere- 
monies to be moved from 
the first tee to a tent, M ohe- 
gan Tribal leaders and M ohe- 
gan Sun executives beamed 
with pride and excitement 
during the official opening 
of the M ohegan Sun C oun- 
try Club at Pautipaug on 
June9. 

The club was to host the 
Ladies Professional Golf 
Association (LPGA) Legends 
Tour pro-am during its cere- 
monial kickoff. H owever, the 
inclement weather forced 
postponement of the event. 

Approximately 13 mem- 
bers of the LPGA Legends 
Tour, including LPGA H all 
of Famers Kathy W hitworth, 
Pat Bradley, JoAnneCarner 
and Amy Alcott, did partici- 
pate in a media day event at 
the golf course on June 8. 

At the opening ceremony, 
M ohegan Tribal Chairman 
BruceS. Bozsum "Two 
DogsT said, "M ohegan Sun 
Country Club at Pautipaug 
is the newest addition to 
M ohegan Sun's 'World at 
Play,' which will offer guests 
more reasons to play and 
stay when visiting the casi- 
no." 

T he 165-acre property, 15 
minutes from M ohegan Sun 
in Sprague, Conn., gently 
rolls through the scenic hills 
of the eastern corner of the 
state. It was formerly called 
the Pautipaug Country 
Club, which was established 
in 1960 and was recognized 
for immaculate conditions 
and impeccable greens. The 
Tribe's $4.4 million purchase 
of the club was finalized on 
M ay 16. 

M itch el I Etess, M ohegan 
Sun's President and C hief 



The Mohegan Sun Country Club at Pautipaug in Sprague, Conn., 
marked its grand opening with a Ladies Professional Golf Associa- 
tion (LPGA) Legends Tour pro-am on J une 9, but rain forced post- 
ponement of the tournament. At the opening ceremonies were, 
from left: Mohegan Tribal Councilor Cheryl Todd, LPGA Legends 
Tour President J ane Blalock, Mohegan Tribal Chairman Bruce S. 
Bozsum ‘Two Dogs" and Tribal Councilor J ames Gessner J r. 


Executive Officer, said, "The 
Pautipaug Country Club is 
truly one of the gems of 
Connecticut. We feel it's the 
perfect addition to our over- 
all product offering and we're 
excited to have the opportu- 
nity to restore its prestigious 
image." 

In addition to the golf 
course and a clubhouse, the 
facility includes a swimming 
pool, a two-story colonial 
house, a practice range and a 
snack bar. TheTribe plans to 
install a new irrigation sys- 
tem, improve the driving 
range and repave the parking 
lot. 

Chairman Bozsum 
announced that the existing 
clubhouse will be razed at 
the end of this season and a 
20,000-square-foot, state-of- 
the-art facility with banquet 
space, restaurant and bar, 
locker rooms and more will 
be built and possibly ready 
for the 2008 season. 

Chairman Bozsum, acting 
as the M ohegan Tribe's Pipe 
Carrier, performed a N ative 
American smudge ceremony, 
blessing the golf facility. 

Under the direction of 
M ohegan T ribal member 
Frank Chapman, the new 
Director of Golf Operations, 


Mohegan Tribal member Frank 
Chapman is the Director of Golf 
Operations at the Mohegan Sun 
Country Club at Pautipaug. 


the golf course continues to 
receive expert care and main- 
tenance. 

"AsaTribal member, this 
is a great opportunity for 
me, because I have such a 
passion for the game of golf. 
N ow that theTribe has taken 
over ownership and improve- 
ments to the club are ongo- 
ing, this will become a first- 
class facility," said Chapman, 
who worked previously as 
M ohegan Sun's D i rector of 
Engineering 

M ichael Svab, who has 
worked at the club since 
1994, will remain as the 
head golf professional, and 
Anthony Grosso will contin- 
ue working as the golf course 
superintendent. 4- 
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Casino^ impact lauded at Native American Economic Summit 



By Jonathan S. H amilton 

HARTFORD - Tribal leaders 
from both of Connecticut's 
Indian casinos touted the 
enormous economic benefits 
they bringto the state during 
the first Native American 
Economic Impact Summit at 
the Connecticut Convention 
Center on June 14. 

Over 175 people attended the sum- 
mit, including tribal leaders and members of 
the state legislature, the tourism industry, and 
housing and social services agencies. They lis- 
tened asfindingsfrom an impact study revealed 
the vast resources both Indian nations provide 
the state and southeastern Connecticut. 

"The growth has been nothing short of phe- 
nomenal over the past 15 years. This gaming 
industry is now an integral part of our com- 
munity,” said Jeff Blodgett, Vice President of 
Research at the Connecticut Economic 
Research Center and author of the impact 
study. 

The study pointed out that both casinos, 
which are two of the five largest employers in 
the state, employ over 20,000 workers and pay 
their workers a total of $38 million a year. In 
addition, between payroll and purchases, the 
casinos produced an additional $1.5 billion for 
the economy in 2006. M ohegan Sun spent a 
whopping 93 percent of its total purchases, or 
$538 million, in the state. 

M ohegan Tribal Chairman Bruce S. Boz- 
sum "Two Dogs," sitting on a panel titled, 
"N ative American Economic Impact on Jobs 
and our Economy," said increased gaming 


Mohegan Tribal Chairman Bruce S. Bozsum ‘Two 
Dogs" sits between Mashantucket Pequot Tribal 
Chairman Michael J. Thomas, left, and Chris 
J ennings. President of Mystic Coast and Country, 
during a panel discussion at the Native American 
Economic Impact Summit at the Connecticut 
Convention Center in Hartford on J une 14. 

competition from New York, Rhode Island 
and perhaps M assachusetts could lead to lost 
revenues. 

"The impact of us failing to recognize and 
respond to these challenges would have a 
tremendous impact. If we or Foxwoods 
become stagnant, it will lead to a significant 
loss of revenue, not only for us, but for the 
state of Connecticut," Chairman Bozsum said. 

Mohegan Tribal Vice Chairwoman Lynn 
M alerba participated in a panel discussion 
called "Community Impacts and Tax Rev- 
enues for Cities and Towns." She noted how 
gaming tribes in Connecticut provide the state 
with the most generous revenue- sharing plan. 

"N ationwide the average percentage of slot 
revenues paid by Native American gaming 
operations to state governments is about 12 


percent, less than one-half of what the p 
tribes transfer to the state of Con- i 
necticut," Vice Chairwoman ^ 
M alerba said. "Asa point of ref- i 
erence, Connecticut's two i 
tribes contribute three times p 
as much to Connecticut's g 
budget as do California's 48 I 
Native American casinos 
combined." 

Chuck Bunnell, the M ohegan's 
Chief of Staff for External and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs, whose concept it was to 
hold such a summit, spoke on housing and 
transportation issues. 

The summit's keynote speaker, Joseph P. 

K alt. Professor of International Political Econ- 
omy at the John F. Kennedy School of Gov- 
ernment at H arvard U niversity, said that large- 
ly because of the success of gaming, Indian 
nations have only recently improved from the 
second-class-citizen status in which they have 
been mired for generations. 

H e said there are four key areas in which 
some N ative American tribes have established 
themselves as an economic force in this coun- 
try. T he first area is an attitude of sovereignty 
or accountability in which tribes now say: 
"We're going to do it ourselves." The second 
area is the emergence of capable N ative institu- 
tions of self-government in which the rule of 
law is established and everyone is treated alike. 

Kalt said the third area is the legitimacy in 
the eyes of Native people, the culture they 
share and the institutions that people hold 
dear. The final area is leadership: what Native 
people are doing today in order to find ways to 
work together in the future. 4- 




In the statue on the left, Chief Peegee Uncas contemplates 
his surroundings. The top photo shows a young Peegee 
Uncas and his cane with an eagle head is in the middle. 


Chief G'tinemong Chief Little Hatchet 
(Ralph Sturges, Ph.D.) (Courtland Fowler) 


Text and photos by Bill Gucfa 

Two new bronze statues have 
recently been added to the collection 
of Mohegan Chiefs installed in the 
courtyard across from M ohegan Sun's 
Winter Entrance. 

Statues of Chief Occum (Lemuel 
Fielding, Mohegan Chief from 1903 
to 1928) and Chief Peegee Uncas 
(Julian Harris, Mohegan Chief from 
1935 to 1937) now stand proudly for 
all to admire. 

Lemuel Fielding was a devout 
church-goer and renowned singer in 
the church choir. Known to be kind 
and warm, his statue's arm is lifted in 
greeting. His Indian name comes 
from the famous 18th century M ohe- 
gan minister, educator and leader 


Samson 0 ccum. H is statue is sculpt- 
ed wearing ancient regalia. That 
regalia is currently on exhibit at the 
Mohegan Church in U ncasvi lie. 
Conn. 

Julian Harris, the dignified man 
carrying the eagle cane, was dubbed 
Peegee or "baby/young" Uncas. This 
hard-to translate term of endearment 
signified that, early on, the potential 
of this leader was recognized by his 
people, for the 17th century M ohegan 


M ohegan Chiefs 
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Chairman Bozsum wins dance contest held for local charity 



Mohegan Tribal Chairman Bruce S. Bozsum "Two Dogs" wins the award 
as best male dancer with his professional dancing partner Angie Gugliuzza 
during the Fine Living Celebrity Ballroom Event at the Mystic Marriott. 


By Jonathan S. H amilton 

Mohegan Tribal Chairman 
Bruce S. Bozsum "Two DogsT 
won the best male dancer award 
at a charity dance competition 
after performing a waltz and 
swing dance with his professional 
dance partner. 

The Fine Living Celebrity Ball- 
room Event, held recently at the 
M ystic M arriott, included a silent 
auction that raised nearly 
$15,000 for the Stroke Unit of 
Lawrence and M emorial H ospital 
in N ew London, Conn. 

The event was modeled after 
the popular television show 
"Dancing with the Stars." 

"It was a serious dance compe- 
tition because I was representing 
my Tribe," Chairman Bozsum 
said. "Dance can be a wonderful 
expression in the sharing of our 
Native culture." 

Chairman Bozsum and his 
partner, Angie Gugliuzza, re- 
ceived two perfect scores of 25 
from a panel of five judges. Dur- 
ing the swing dance, they incor- 
porated some improvisational 
N ative movements into their per- 
formance. 

Eight teams competed for the 
best male and female dancer 
awards. The featured female 
celebrity dancers were: M ashan- 
tucket PequotTribal Council Sec- 


retary Charlene Jones, Three 
Rivers Community College Presi- 
dent Grace Jones, New London 
Attorney Linda Mariani and 
Chief Operating Officer of 
Shoreline Technologies in Water- 
ford Jahala Swan. 

In addition to Chairman Boz- 
sum, the featured male celebrity 
dancers included: The Day Pub- 
lisher Gary Farrugia, Senior Vice 
President of Mystic Aquarium & 
Institute for Exploration Peter 


G lankoff, V ice President of D evel- 
opment & Community Relations 
at Lawrence and M emorial H os- 
pital Bill Stanley Jr. and Eastern 
Connecticut Chamber of Com- 
merce President Tony Sheridan. 

Each team was comprised of a 
celebrity and a professional 
dancer from the Arthur M urray 
Dance Studio. Participants prac- 
ticed diligently for weeks in 
advance on the dance floor to 
hone their footwork skills. 



T* 

"It was a serious dance 


competition because 
I was representing 
my Tribe. D ance can 
be a wonderful 
expression in the 
sharing of our 
N ative culture." 

- M ohegan Tribal C hairman 
B ruce 5. Bozsum 'Two D ogs" 

+ 

Representing the Mohegan 
Tribe at the event were Tribal 
Council Recording Secretary 
Allison D. Johnson, Treasurer 
William Quidgeon Jr., Tribal 
Councilor Cheryl Todd and 
Council of Elders member M arie 
Pineault. -f- 


Standing Proud 


Sachem (H ead Chief) Uncas is con- 
sidered the greatest M ohegan 
leader. 

The statues of Chief Occum and 
Chief Peegee Uncas join those of 
Chief G'tinemong (Ralph W. 
Sturges, Ph.D ., the current M ohegan 
Chief) and Chief Little Hatchet 
(Courtland Fowler, Mohegan Chief 
from 1970 to 1989) in the courtyard. 

Coming soon will be the bronze 
likenesses of Chief Wegun (H enry 
Mathews, Chief from 1902 to 
1903), Everett Fielding (Chief from 
1929 to 1935), Chief M atahga 
(Burrill Fielding, Chief from 1937 
to 1952), and Harold Tantaquid- 
geon (C hief from 1952 to 1970). 

Don and Sharon Gale of Old 
Lyme, Conn., are the sculptors 
who, with their careful detailing 
and sensitivity, make these subjects 
come alive. 4- 



The statue of Chief Occum, right, 
motions towards the Mohegan Home- 
land. The pose is modeled after a photo 
of Occum, above, in which he is actually 
resting his hand on a large boulder. 
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U .S. Rep. Courtney praises Tribe for rapport with neighbors 



The Mohegan Tribal Council recently hosted a luncheon reception at Mohegan 
Sun’s Pompeii and Caesar for U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, a Democrat from 
Vernon, who represents Connecticut's 2nd District. From left, are: Mohegan 
Treasurer William Quidgeon Jr., Tribal Councilor James Gessner Jr., Rep. 
Courtney, Chief Ralph Sturges, Ph.D., Tribal Vice Chairwoman Lynn Malerba, 
Corresponding Secretary Roberta Harris-Payne and Ambassador Mark F. Brown. 


By Jonathan S. H amilton 

With the Democrats now in 
control of theU .S. H ouseof Rep- 
resentativesforthefirsttimein 12 
years, U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney, a 
D emocrat from Vernon who rep- 
resents Connecticut's 2nd Dis- 
trict, told members of the M ohe- 
gan Tribal Council that the new 
C ongress "is off to a great start." 

The Mohegan Tribe recently 
hosted a luncheon reception at 
Mohegan Sun's Pompeii and 
Caesar for Rep. Courtney, who 
defeated Rob Simmons, a three- 
term incumbent by a mere 83 
votes last N ovember, in the clos- 
est congressional race in the 
country. 

M ohegan Vice Chairwoman Lynn 
Malerba introduced Courtney at 
the luncheon, saying that M ohe- 
gan s are fortunate to have Court- 


ney represent them in Congress 
Rep. Courtney said, "Every- 
where I go, I hear only positive 
things about the Mohegan Sun 
and the M ohegan Tribe, especial- 
ly in this part of the state. Your 


close relationships with the local 
communities arequitean achieve- 
ment." 

Courtney told the gathering 
how he heard about his official 
election to office after the recount 


was certified by the Connecticut 
Secretary of State. H e said he was 
in Washington, D.C., for a new 
member orientation and was 
attending a Democratic dinner 
when Speaker of the H ouse 
Nancy Pelosi, D -Calif., told him 
personally about his victory. 

"It was an exciting moment for 
me. As I walked among the statu- 
ary of the Capitol building, 
Nancy Pelosi tapped me on the 
shoulder and told me of my offi- 
cial election to office. She is an 
amazing woman." 

Rep. Courtney currently serves 
on the House Education and 
Labor Committee and House 
Armed Services Committee. On 
the Armed Services Committee, 
Rep. Courtney serves on the 
Seapower and Expeditionary 
Forces and theM ilitary Readiness 
Subcommittees. + 


M ohegan leaders meet with U .S. Rep C harles Rangel of N .Y. 


By Jonathan S. H amilton 

A M ohegan delegation met privately with 
U .S. Rep. CharlesB. Rangel, D-N ,Y.,thenewly 
elected Chairman of the powerful House Ways 
and M eans Committee, in Washington, D .C. 

Rep. Rangel, who visited the Mohegan 
Reservation several years ago, reiterated his 
support for tribal sovereignty and his opposi- 
tion to the Unrelated Business Income Tax 
(UBIT). Proposed legislation such as UBIT 
would have placed a large federal tax burden 
on Indians operating gaming facilities. 

Rep. Rangel told theTribal leaders there is a 
strong link between African Americans and 
Native Americans. He commented on how 
important it is for America to recognize the 
real history of Indian Country and not what 



Mohegan leaders met with U.S. Rep. Charles B. 
Rangel, a Democrat from New York, the Chair- 
man of the House Ways and Means Committee, 
in Washington, D.C. From left are Mohegan Trib- 
al Chairman Bruce S. Bozsum ‘Two Dogs,” Rep. 
Rangel, Tribal Councilor Mark W. Hamilton and 
Treasurer William Quidgeon J r. 

has been depicted in the movies. 

H e said Alex H aley, the author of "Roots," 
did a wonderful job describing the true histo- 


ry of the African Americans. H esaid how great 
it would be if someone of H aley's caliber could 
movingly depict the American Indian^ plight 
through the years. 

Since 1970 Rep. Rangel has represented 
New York's 15th District, which includes 
Harlem, northern Manhattan and Washing- 
ton H eights. H e is the senior member of the 
N ew York congressional delegation. 

Attending the event were Mohegan Tribal 
Chairman BruceS. Bozsum "Two Dogs, "Trea- 
surer William Quidgeon Jr., Tribal Councilor 
Mark W. Hamilton and the Tribe's Chief of 
Staff for External and Governmental Affairs 
Chuck Bunnell. Bunnell said the congressman 
expressed appreciation for the Tribe's hospitali- 
ty during his visit and said he expects to travel 
to the M ohegan Reservation later this year. 4- 


U.S. Rep. Rahall of West Virginia visits M ohegan Reservation 



Members of the Mohegan Tribal Council attended a luncheon reception for 
U.S. Rep. Nick J . Rahall II, center, a Democrat from West Virginia who is 
Chairman of the Committee on Natural Resources, which oversees Native 
American issues. From left are: Mohegan Treasurer William Quidgeon J r., 
Ambassador Mark F. Brown, Tribal Vice Chairwoman Lynn Malerba, Tribal 
Councilor Mark W. Hamilton, Rep. Rahall, Tribal Councilor J ames Gessner 
Jr., Tribal Chairman Bruce S. Bozsum "Two Dogs," Tribal Councilor 
Cheryl Todd and Corresponding Secretary Roberta Harris-Payne. 


By Jonathan S. H amilton 

The Mohegan Tribe hosted a 
luncheon reception for U .S. Rep. 
Nick J. Rahall II, a Democrat 
from West Virginia and Chair- 
man of the U .S. H ouse C ommit- 
tee on Natural Resources, which 
oversees Indian issues, at Mohe- 
gan Sun's Pompeii & Caesar on 
July 9. 

Rep. Rahall, a 16-term con- 
gressman, praised the Tribe for its 
contributions and charitable sup- 
port to nearby communities of 
Southeastern Connecticut. 

Mohegan Tribal Chairman 
Bruce S. Bozsum "Two DogsT 
introduced Rep. Rahall as "a real 
supporter of the Indian Gaming 
Regulatory Act and a big help in 
Congress for the Tribe." 


Rep. Rahall thanked the Tribe 
for its warm hospitality and said 
he wants to look into reforms for 
Indian gaming. He said he also 
wants to refocus on Indian educa- 


tion and health care and to reduce 
drug abuse and crime on Indian 
reservations. 

Since Democrats seized control 
of the Congress last January, Rep. 


Rahall has assumed theChairman- 
ship of the Committee on Natural 
Resources, replacing former U.S. 
Rep. Rick Pombo, a Republican 
from California, who was defeated 
in his bid for re-election. 

Part of Rep. Rah all's duties as 
chairman of the committee 
include the jurisdiction over the 
care and allotment of Native 
American lands and relations of 
the United States with Native 
Americans and Native American 
Tribes. 

First elected to Congress in 
1976 at the age of 27, he was the 
youngest member of the 95th 
Congress. Recently, he has 
opposed oil drilling in the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge and 
favored expanding wilderness 
areas in the West. 4- 
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M ohegan Tribe honors its close relationship with M ontville 
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Members of the Mohegan Tribal Council present a $250,000 donation to 
officials of Montville, Conn., at Montville Town Hall. From left are: Tribal 
Vice Chairwoman Lynn Malerba, Tribal Council Corresponding Secretary 
Roberta Harris-Payne, Councilor Cheryl Todd, Mayor J oseph J askiewicz, 
Tribal Council Recording Secretary Allison D. Johnson, Tribal Chairman 
Bruce S. Bozsum "Two Dogs," Mohegan Ambassador Mark F. Brown, for- 
mer mayor and Montville Town Council member Howard R. (Russ) 
Beetham, Town Council Chairman John Geary, Town Council member 
Kathleen Pollard and Town Council Vice Chairman Bill Caron. 


The Tribe recently presented 
the town of Montville, Conn., 
with a one-time $250,000 check 
in recognition of their "shared his- 
tory and close relationship." 

The gift also represents the 
10th anniversary of the opening 
of M ohegan Sun on the M ohegan 
Reservation. Montville is the 
reservation's host town. 

M embers of the M ohegan T ri b- 
al Council presented the check to 
Montville Mayor Joseph J ask- 
iewicz and town councilors at 
Montville Town Hall. Tribal 
Chairman BruceS. Bozsum "Two 
DogsT acknowledged the warm 
relations and spirit the town and 
the Tribe have shared. 

"The Mohegan Tribe has 
tremendous respect for the people 
of M ontville," Chairman Bozsum 
said. "For generations, Tribal chil- 
dren have been born and raised in 


this community, and our families 
have prospered and have been 
stronger because of the phenome- 
nal sense of community that the 


Native and non-Native people 
M ontville have created together." 

The donation is on top of the 
$500,000 annual contribution 


the Tribe gives to the town. The 
money will be used to fund capi- 
tal improvements to the town, 
including roads, vehicles and 
buildings. 

"It's great for the town,” said 
Town Council Vice Chairman 
Bill Caron. "We have such an 
outstanding relationship with the 
Tribe. They're not just a casino in 
town. They're a neighbor, family 
and friends.” 

Chairman Bozsum said the 
Tribe and the town will continue 
to build an even better relation- 
ship and future. 

"As we look on the 10th 
anniversary of the M ohegan Sun 
and forward to a brighter future 
for the entire region, our Tribal 
Council wanted to once again 
acknowledge the unique history 
between theTribe and the town,” 
Chairman Bozsum said. + 



This artist's rendering depicts the magnificent circular casino to be built as the 
centerpiece of Project Sunrise at Mohegan Sun at Pocono Downs near Wilkes- 
Barre, Pa. The gaming facility is expected to be completed by the summer of 2008. 


Pocono D owns expansion Continued from page 4 


ing the summer next year,” 
Soper said. "When that day 
comes, I am confident in say- 
ing that Pennsylvania's first 
casino will become Pennsylva- 
nia's best casino." 

MTGA opened the state's 
first casino last November 
after renovating the harness 


track clubhouse to install 
1,100 slot machines, bars and 
a food court. 

Sinceits opening, M ohegan 
Sun at Pocono Downs has 
hired approximately 450 peo- 
ple, mostly from the commu- 
nities surrounding Wilkes- 
Barre. 4- 


Tribewill allow BoyScoutsto continue camping on Cochegan Rock property 



Mohegan Tribal Chairman Bruce S. Bozsum ‘Two Dogs" presents a check for 
$200,000 to Richard Garland, Director of Development for the Connecticut 
Rivers Council, Boy Scouts of America, who hands the deed for the Cochegan 
Rock property to the Chairman. The Tribe will pay the Boy Scouts a total of 
$1 million over five years to take over ownership of the 92-acre property in 
Montville, Conn. Looking on are Mohegan Tribal Vice Chairwoman Lynn 
Malerba and Boy Scout representative William J ohnstone, on the far left. 


C ontinued from page 1 

tiations with the Boy Scouts, 
Connecticut Attorney General 
Richard Blumenthal and distant 
heirs of the Becker family estate, 
who challenged the agreement 
forged by the Boy Scouts and the 
Tribe. The property had been 
held by the Becker family trust 
that gave exclusive use of the land 
to the Boy Scouts. 

The site was once known as 
Council Rock because in the 17th 
century the great M ohegan 
Sachem Uncas would meet with 
Tribal leaders atop the boulder sit- 
ting on large flat stones to con- 
duct T ribal business. 

The boulder was named for 
Mohegan Tribal member Caleb 
Cutchegan, a sheep herder in the 
18th century, who lived under the 
enormous rock with his family 
and sheep. 

Chairman Bozsum told the 
gathering that theTribe has wit- 
nessed few events as significant 
and as important as reacquiring 
Cochegan Rock. 

"This is a great moment in the 
history of the Mohegan Tribe," 


Chairman Bozsum said. "I would 
like to thank Mohegan Ambas- 
sador [M ark F.] Brown and mem- 
bers of the previous Tribal Coun- 
cil for their efforts in helping to 
reacquire Cochegan Rock." 

In 2005, Ambassador Brown, 
who was then Tribal Chairman, 
met with Sidney Frank, the last 
remaining heir of the Becker fami- 


ly, to discuss theTribe purchasing 
the property. Frank agreed to trans- 
fer ownershi p of the property to the 
Tribe as long as theTribe paid the 
Boy Scouts an amount of money 
equal to the purchase price and also 
allow them to use the property. 

Chairman Bozsum said the 
Tribe would likely hold a ceremo- 
ny at the site as well as conduct a 


Tribal Council meeting there dur- 
ing Mohegan Homecoming and 
Cultural Week in August. 

Richard Garland, Director of 
D evelopment of the C onnecticut 
Rivers Council, Boy Scouts of 
America, presented the deed to 
Chairman Bozsum who then 
handed him a check for $200,000. 

"We are thrilled to enter into this 
new participation with the Tribe 
and continue to camp and have 
Scout activities at Cochegan Rock," 
Garland said. "This is a great day 
for the Scouts and theTribe." 

U nder the agreement, theT ri be 
purchased the property for 
$200,000 and will donate an 
additional $800,000 to the Boy 
Scouts wh i ch wi 1 1 be pai d out over 
five years to honor the relation- 
ship between theTribe and the 
Boy Scouts. 

The agreement allows the 
Scouts full access to the property 
for camping activities The Scouts 
must notify theTribe in advance 
when using the property for 
camping and hiking. TheTribe 
has also agreed not to take the 
property into trust, -f 



PAGE 10 


HARVEST MOON 2007 


rJt V^Vo 



rai 




mm 


LAYERS IN THE PIT FROM THE BOTTOM UP 


1. Seaweed 

2. Clams, quahogs, mussels 

3. Jerusalem artichokes, sweet potatoes 
and onions 


4. Flat fish 

5. Lobster and clams 

6. Corn 

7. Seaweed 


Text and photos by Bill G ucfa 

Until recently, no archaeological 
excavation in or near Connecticut 
had uncovered an ancient "steam- 
ing pit," what today we would 
call a clambake pit. A M ohegan 
Cultural and Community Pro- 
grams D epartment archaeological 
excavation may have revealed 
such a pit. 

T he pit, on the M ohegan Reser- 
vation near Trading Cove along 
the Thames River, has been tenta- 
tively identified. It was more than 
likely a cooking tool for a large 
number of pre-1600s inhabitants. 
But it's exact date is unknown 
until tests are concluded. A piece 
of charcoal has been sent for 
carbon dating. The pit is unique 
due to its large size and the excel- 
lent condition of its contents, 
including shells and plant material. 

Today's clambake menu hasnt 
changed much. T he dwellers of 
T rading C ove used oysters more 


than clams because of their abun- 
dance in the river. The illustration, 
above, from the book "Indian 
H andcrafts" by C . Keith Wilbur, 
shows a cross section of a typical 
steaming pit and the placement of 
the food, depending on its avail- 
ability. Fish and shellfish 
undoubtedly were more abundant 
in the area hundreds of years ago. 

In the photo in the top left 
corner, Archaeological Field Tech- 
nician Randi Johnson, a M ohegan 
Tribal member, carefully scrapes 
layers of soil from the pit, which 
is outlined by the two shades of 
darker soil she leans over. 0 n the 
left, M ohegan Council of Elders 
Chairman John Henry Clark, left, 
and Council of Elders Vice Chair- 
man Joseph D . Gray J r. tour the 
excavation, which is protected by 
a tent, while Johnson and D r. 
Jeffrey Bendremer, Archaeologist 
in the Cultural and Community 
Programs D epartment, continue 
working. 


M ohegan C ommunity and G overnment Center: A home away from homd 



The Mohegan Community 
and Government Center will feature a four-story atrium. 

ARTIST’S RENDERING BY BRENNAN BEER GORMAN/ARCHITECTS 


Continued from pagel 

nan Beer Gorman, and the site 
engineer, M cFarland Johnson. 

Mohegan Tribal Vice Chair- 
woman Lynn M alerba said, ''Our 
goal is to build a building that 
everyone can be really proud of and 
can feel really at home in. But it's 
not really about the building - it's 
about our Tribal community and 
the people who will be using it. We 
hope it's going to be a vibrant 
building and everyone will feel like 
it's their home away from home." 

Chairman Bozsum said, ''We're 
pretty excited about this." 

The building will house the 
offices of the Mohegan Tribal 


Council and theCouncil of Elders 
as well as the Tribal government 
departments, including Health 
and Human Services, Education, 
Cultural and Community Pro- 
grams, Legal, Finance, Court, 
Administration and Publications 


The lower level of the building 
will contain a gymnasium, locker 
rooms and a fitness center. The 
gym will have two regulation-size 
basketball courts, which can be 
partitioned for multiple uses at 
the same time. The Tribe's 


Women's National Basketball 
Association (WNBA) team, the 
Connecticut Sun, will practice 
and train at the facility. 

Landscaping for the site may 
include walking trailsand baseball 
fields as well as parking spaces. + 
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Connecticut Sun Foundation to provide scholarships and grants 


By Jonathan S. H amilton 


Members of the Mohegan Tribal Council 
present the first donation, a check for $10,000, 
to the Connecticut Sun Foundation. At the 
presentation, are, from left: Tribal Councilor 
Cheryl Todd, Council Recording Secretary 
Allison D. J ohnson, Tribal Chairman Bruce S. 
Bozsum ‘Two Dogs," Community Relations 
Specialist for the Connecticut Sun Tina J ames 
and General Manager of the Connecticut Sun 
Chris Sienko. The Foundation, established by 
the Mohegan Tribal Gaming Authority, is dedi- 
cated to improving the lives of Connecticut's 
youth by supporting athletic and educational 
endeavors, providing educational scholarships 
to high school seniors and grants to be used 
for the refurbishment of basketball courts and 
equipment. For more information on how to 
make a tax-deductible donation, please call 


Connecticut Sun chases 
WN BA crown during its fifth season 


It doesnt seem possible, but 
the Connecticut Sun is celebrat- 
ing its fifth season on theM ohe- 
gan Reservation. The Sun did 
some retooling with its personnel 
during the off-season, made a 
early season acquisition and now 
hopes to compete for the elusive 
WN BA championship. 

H owever, the Sun, at 16-13, 
was in the midst of an up-and- 
down year nearing the end of the 
regular season. T he team's loss 
total exceeded the number of 
losses it sustained in each of the 
last two seasons (26-8). 

Poor bench play, careless 
turnovers and a lack of intensity 
plagued the team from the 
beginning, leading to a stretch on 
the schedule where it went 2-9. 
But, the team rebounded nicely, 
winning 10 of its next 12 games. 

The Sun has never failed to 
make the playoffs since it arrived 
in Connecticut and has been to 
theWN BA Finals in two of the 
last four years. H owever, the 
championship ring has proved 
difficult to grasp for the Sun. 

The front office and coaching 
staff, led by last year's WNBA 
Coach of the Year M ike 
Thibault, was continuing to 
make i mprovements to get the 
team over the hump. 

The biggest move occurred last 
spring when WN BA All-Star Taj 
M cWilliams-Franklin, asked to 
be traded and was shipped to the 
Los Angeles Sparks in exchange 
for 6-foot, 5-inch center Erika de 


Souza and the Sparks first round 
pick. According to some players 
around the league, de Souza may 
emerge as an elite player with her 
size and offensive skills in the low 
post. Thus far this season, de 
Souza has been a pleasant sur- 
prise for the Sun. 

The Sun also signed Kristen 
Rasmussen to a three- year con- 
tract. Rasmussen, who played for 
the Phoenix M ercury last season, 
is one of the best post defenders 
in the league and is a versatile 
forward who can play three posi- 
tions. 

The Sun returned with a 
strong nucleus of players, includ- 
ing WN BA FirstTeam and All- 
Star game MVP Katie D ouglas, 
WNBA Second T earn defensive 
player M argo D ydek and emerg- 
ing star Asj ha Jones. Nykesha 
Sales returns from an injury- 
plagued season. 

In thebackcourt, Lindsay 
Whalen has the lion's share of 


work at point guard, whilejamie 
C arey came off the bench to 
allow Whalen to rest. 

Early season acquisition Evan- 
thia M altsi from G reece has pro- 
vided the biggest boost for C on- 
necticut with her floor presence 
and sharp shooting skills. 


Connecticut Sun veteran 
forward Nykesha Sales plays 
defense against Phoenix 
Mercury guard Diana Taurasi 
during an early season game 
against Phoenix. Sales expects 
to provide strong leadership 
on the court as the Sun look 
to chase the WNBA crown. 

Season ticket sales have 
increased each and every year 
since theteam arrived in Con- 
necticut in 2003. The team also 
boasts the highest ticket sales 
revenue in the W N BA. Con- 
necticut averages 7,873 fans a 
game this season. Attendance 
figures have increased each year 
since 2003. + 


We hope you are enjoying this 
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